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          Pastoral Ponderings
Lent has been a time of self-reflection and examination within Christianity from as early as the fourth century.  It is 40 days long in imitation of the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness at the beginning of his ministry.    In many languages the word for Lent is related to the number forty, but the English word ‘Lent’ has another derivation. It comes from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning to ‘lengthen’. Lent comes at a time when the hours or daytime are ‘lengthening’, as spring approaches, and so it is a time when we too can ‘lengthen’ spiritually, when we can stretch out and grow in the Spirit.

Our Lenten theme is Facing the City.   On the Sundays of Lent,  we will read texts about Jesus facing the city of Jerusalem, the city to which he was determined to go, knowing that it was the place were prophets were killed and God’s messengers were stoned.  We will consider what it meant for Jesus to face that city.  The theme also invites us to reflect on how we, as individuals and as a church, face our city of Albany.  As a congregation we have repeatedly discerned a call to stay in the city, to actively engage in urban ministry.  In this season of self-reflection, we will seek ways to examine our place in this city, our place as individual followers of Jesus and our place as a people of God who pursue peace and well-being for Albany and its inhabitants.  

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 13.  Join us for a time of worship and contemplation at 6:30 p.m. as we begin the season together.  Our worship will include the option of receiving ashes which serves as a reminder of our mortality and an expression of our sorrow for sin.  

Look inside this MOSAIC for other Lenten events as we start Facing the City.
Blessings,

Kathy
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                  The Greatest Prayer
           CCC Class February 10 and 17

We pray the Lord's Prayer every Sunday.  What does it mean to you?  What was Jesus saying, when he taught it?  Join in a discussion of John Dominic Crossan's, The Greatest Prayer: Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of the Lord's Prayer.  A scholar of the historical Jesus, Crossan challenges us to understand the Lord's Prayer in the context in which it was created, and to appreciate the messages embedded in it concerning  justice and God's Kingdom that are relevant today.  Even if you find yourself disagreeing with Crossan you will have gained a deeper understanding of this "greatest prayer".

Lenten Book Study Scheduled
During the season of Lent, we will read Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church is Transforming the Faith by Diana Butler Bass. Based on a 3-year study of mainline churches across the country, this book describes congregations that are flourishing as they engage in authentic Christian faith and witness in their contexts.  The author says, "The people I met are building upon tradition ,faithfulness, and wisdom to offer a distinct alternative to Christianity based on personal salvation and moral certainty.  They are creating a new kind of neighborhood church."   Some of the churches are a lot like Emmanuel. Some are very different. One hope is that reading this book will stretch our imaginations and help us discern more deeply the ways that God might be calling us to be and to serve in our context. 
Join in the discussion on three evenings February 26, March 12, and March 19 or bring your own lunch for noon-time discussions on February 27, March 13 and March 20. Sign up in fellowship hall and indicate if you want to order a book at $10.25. February 3 is the last day to place book orders.
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   Medieval Feast Planned
We are holding a Medieval Feast on Saturday, March 9 at 6:00 PM.  Cost for the event is $40 if  paid by February 17 and $45 after.   The money we raise will go toward preserving the church building.  
If you want more information or would like to help, please contact one of the committee members (Edith and Becca Leet, Jean Burton, Amy Palmer, Brian Hughes and Jim Wilkerson) or see the church's Facebook page.   We hope to see you there!   For reservations, call 518-465-5161 or  e-mail emmanuelalbany@juno.com
From the Moderator…
Two Opportunities:

· Our church constitution and bylaws were last revised in the 1980’s. Much has changed in the last 30 years, and it’s time for an update to our Constitution as well. There are two major considerations: 1. adjusting our current structure to better fit the size of our congregation and 2. revising outdated language. We are looking to form an ad hoc committee to work on this project.  Do your gifts and interests fit in this area?  Please consider signing the sheet in Fellowship Hall.

· A second opportunity is to explore ways of recognizing and remembering the Cloud of Witnesses who have contributed to Emmanuel. One idea was to form a scrapbook. What ideas do you have?  How can you help?  Again, the sign up sheet is in Fellowship Hall.
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                   Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America

    Summer Conference

Entertaining Angels: Peacemaking through Radical Hospitality
July 15-20, 2013 - Gonzaga University - Spokane, Washington USA
"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares" -Hebrews 13:2 English Standard Version (©2001)
The word hospitality often brings to mind images of domestic tidiness but the gospel calls us to be radical in our welcome: to welcome the least of these as we would Christ; to seek the outcasts, the marginalized, the disempowered, the overlooked, the other; and to create community together. This year at summer conference you can look forward to exciting speakers and dynamic workshops that explore topics of hospitality, inclusion and justice. We look forward to sharing spirit-filled worship with hundreds of peacemakers as we look for ways to grow, support, and encourage each other. Participants of all ages will have opportunities for learning and for playing in community. We hope you will join us!
This year an extremely generous donor is providing the option of free registration and half-price meals and room for people of color (self-defined, but including people identifying their racial/ethnic identity as Black, Asian & Pacific Islander, Native American, Latina/o). This offer is good for the first 100 attendees who request it so please register as early as you can if you'd like this option.  Visit www.bpfna.org for more information.  

“Circle Dinners” Announced
The Caring and Fellowship commission announces a new opportunity for all attending Emmanuel Baptist Church to get to know one another a little better.  We will be coordinating Circle Dinners.  We will arrange for a host or hostess to open their home for a dinner group of 6-8 folk, who will then coordinate among themselves the potluck supper.  The intent is to get people together who may not know each other as well as we would like to.  We are seeking a variety of ages, backgrounds and experiences.  We as a church will benefit, and we as individuals will benefit by developing a closer sense of who and what we are, what we value, our past, present and our hopes for the future.

Our intent is to make these accessible and available to any who wish to participate.  Some will be evenings, others perhaps a Sunday after church.  If you wish to attend, but transportation is an issue, we will work to arrange a ride for you.  If you wish to attend, but cannot bring a dish to share, there will be enough from others to share for all.

You can expect to be hearing from members of our commission, either contacting you about the possibility of hosting such an event, or trying to find a date and time that will be most convenient for you.  We look forward to deepening our understanding and knowledge of each other, and hope you take advantage of this opportunity.
Barbara Lahut, Elaine Clark, Che Lah Collins, Betty Jordan, Amy Palmer
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Mark Your Calendar…

       February  5 ~ Coordinating Council
                               5:30; Pushee’s
                      10  ~ Diaconate & Lunch
                      13  ~ Ash Wednesday  
  


          Worship at 6:30 p.m.
                      16  ~ Work Day   
                      18  ~ Church Office Closed

                      24  ~  Family Matters Forum

                            ~  Concert at 3 p.m.
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Movie Day for
FOCUS Volunteers
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FOCUS Breakfast and Food Pantry volunteers are invited to meet at Justins at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 23 for food and fellowship.  Following our meal we will go to the Spectrum theater to see a movie.  Please rsvp to Andrea  Carver or Kathy Linhardt (421-1752) no later than February 21st so adequate restaurant seating can be arranged.
More from Service to Others…
On February 17 Emmanuel will provide a  meal for guests of the Interfaith Shelter.  If you would like to help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Guests are always sincerely grateful for the meals we provide.
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“Love Kits”  
Emmanuel is once again participating in this annual collection which provides personal care items for guests of the Interfaith Shelter.  A box containing empty bags for the  “love kits”  will be available in Fellowship Hall during the month of February.  You are asked to take one and fill it with items such as toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, shampoo, razors, etc.   A special treat such as a candy bar or granola bar is always welcome too!   The Service to Others Commission will see that they are delivered to the Shelter the first of March.  Thank you!
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                    Work Day Scheduled
                    Saturday, February 16

                  9 a.m. to Noon
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      Shampoo
   FOCUS Worship &

    Annual Meeting 
        at Emmanuel
10:00 a.m.

February 3
Pulpit Guest:  The Rev Bob White, Interim Director                              

     NYS Council of Churches
Combined FOCUS Choir

Lunch following worship

All are Welcome!
Easter Egg Hunt Planned

Time to get ready for the egg hunt!  Please start saving egg cartons and pick up some plastic eggs to fill with candy, stickers or a small toy.  Thank you! 
 (RB)

Happy Birthday
February
Betty Mallory                                             1st
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Wesley Kendall                                                5th
Becca Leet                                                      15th
David Green                                                   16th
Jacek Barelski                                                17th
Tim Bray                                                        18th
Gail Hill                                                          28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly  listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161.

Deadline for the March issue of 
the MOSAIC  is February 18.

Emmmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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