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    Pastoral Ponderings
Who has been generous to you?  What is the most generous thing you've ever done?     Generosity of spirit, being willing to share your time, your money, your possessions, even to sacrifice them for the good of others, seems to be a hallmark of Christian discipleship.  Jesus was generous.  We who follow him seek to be generous.  

Generosity means being open-handed, not stingy or protective, but giving freely, with no strings attached.  Extravagant means extreme, excessive, lavish.  Put together, those words describe a way of living, a way of giving and sharing that is over-the top, beyond normal limits, the sort of lifestyle that people notice because of its exuberance.

We are going to use these words Extravagant and Generosity a lot in the next month.  Extravagant Generosity is the theme of a church-wide emphasis on what it means to be a generous follower of Jesus.  We will have many opportunities to engage this theme, from a daily devotional guide, to small group meetings, to worship on four Sundays, among others. 

[image: image9.wmf]Old Testament scholar Walter Bruggeman has said, "When we live according to our fears and our hates, our lives become small and defensive, lacking the deep, joyous generosity of God. . . . Life with God is much, much larger, shattering our little categories of control, permitting us to say that God's purposes  led us well beyond ourselves to live and to forgive, to create life we would not have imagined."   Emmanuel is a generous  congregation.  We already share extravagantly of our time and resources.  As we enter into this season of Extravagant Generosity, I hope that we will find an even deeper capacity to embrace God's purposes and an increasing reluctance to be driven by our fears and anxieties.  I believe this will be our next step into the extraordinary, not-yet-imagined, future into which God is calling us.  







Blessings,
Kathy
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From Service to Others…

                            World Mission Offering to be Received
Dear Friends:
Part of what it means to be a follower of Christ is to share the good news of Jesus not only in our neighborhood but also around the world.   Each year, the World Mission Offering (WMO) provides an opportunity to understand what is happening worldwide through International Ministries and to support those important mission efforts.

You will remember the story of how God called Samuel to be his prophet.  1 Samuel 3:10 reminds us of our motivation to support mission efforts and become active in mission ourselves as we respond to God’s call by saying, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

We celebrate how our WMO gifts make possible the ministries of 100 long-term International Ministries missionaries and more than 1800 short-term missionaries and volunteers.   They, along with 225 partner organizations, work in more than 70 countries to:

· evangelize

· teach

· lead in economic development

· prepare church leaders

· promote physical and emotional healing

· seek peace and offer refuge

· confront human trafficking

On Sundays, October 14 and 21 you will have the opportunity to support these efforts you’re your gifts to World Mission Offering.  Envelopes will be provided for your convenience.  Please join us as we gain understanding of International Ministries and say with Samuel, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

Yours in Christ,

The Service to Others Commission
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                         The Music Company Orchestra in Concert
Mark your calendar and plan to attend a special fundraising event to benefit FOCUS ministries on Sunday, October 28 at 3:00 here at Emmanuel.   


The Music Company Orchestra under the direction of Jerry Lanoue,  is a non-profit community orchestra in the Tri-Cities area
of N.Y. State.  Founded in 1974, the Orchestra performs concerts so that those who would not ordinarily hear orchestral music can experience the excitement of a live concert.
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The October concert will include pieces with a "Food" and "Harvest" Theme.  Excerpts from the musical "Oliver", Copeland's "Rodeo", "Fiddle-Faddle" by Leroy Anderson, the "Champagne Polka" by Johann Strauss Jr., "Harvest Festival" by our composer and violist-in-residence Alan Arnold, and excerpts from Bizet's "Carmen" are among the pieces you may see on the "menu".   
                                                                               Deodorant
Church World Service to be on TV
“Visionaries” – an independently produced program that airs on many PBS-TV stations – will kick off its 18th season in November by profiling Church World Service in a two-part series featuring the agency’s refugee resettlement and development work.

The documentary crew traveled to Kenya to film at the Kakuma Refugee Campt and at the CWS Resettlement Support Center in Nairobi.   The latter helps refugee applicants to the US Refugee Admissions Program prepare their case files, then offers successful candidates an initial orientation to US culture and help with travel logistics.

The crew also spent two days at the CWS refugee resettlement site in Richmond, VA, where they interviewed both newly arrived refugees and refugees who arrived several years ago and are now well integrated into the community.  They filmed CWS agricultural training and grant programs in Honduras; several Giving Hope projects in Nairobi, Kenya’s Mathare slums; and the nation’s largest CWS CROP Walk in Sharlotte, NC.

Watch for “Visionaries”.  This is a great way to see  the work of Church World Service that we are all a part of.
Bring your Gifts to God

It’s the time of year when the Nominating Committee seeks leadership for all the ministries we share.  Do you dread getting a call from them?  If so, maybe the solution is to become more familiar with your spiritual gifts.  That opportunity is coming to Emmanuel on October 21 and 28 in the Contemporary Christian Concerns class.  We will spend two Sundays looking at what the Bible says about spiritual gifts and sharing conversation about our experiences using the gifts the Spirit has bestowed on us. 
If you have never taken a spiritual gifts inventory, this is your chance.  If you have taken one, use this opportunity to see what has been affirmed or developed since the last time.   Questionnaires will be available at church on October 7 and 14.  Please take one home and complete it, and bring it with you to class on October 21.  We will meet in the parlor at 11:15.  
[image: image13.wmf]
Looking Ahead:


November 4 ~ Concert:  watch for details

November 17 ~ CABA Annual Meeting at Burnt Hills

December 16, 3:00 ~ EBC Choir Christmas Concert
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[image: image14.wmf]            Heidi Skok in Recital
          wth Michael Clement, piano

October 7 

3:00 p.m.
songs of Richard Strauss, Gabriel Fure, Martin Hennessey

arias by Bach, Handel, Mozart, Bizet
Admission free/donations appreciated

2012 ABC/NYS Biennial
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The American Baptist Churches of New York State, our denominational home, gathers together every other year for a meeting.   In the past, it has been a 3-day event in one location.   This year, there will be four one-day meetings across the region.  Emmanuel is hosting the October 13 event.  The day’s activities will include wonderful music, individual and group reflection on what God is doing with us and through New York Baptists, a business session and installation of our new executive minister, the Rev. Dr. Jim Kelsey.  This is a great opportunity to attend a biennial meeting without having to leave home.   (A registration form is enclosed for your convenience; see last page)
As the host church, we will be providing hospitality.  We can use your help in many ways, including serving lunch.  Please volunteer by talking to Marilyn Malone. 
Guest Preachers Announced

Our own FOCUS community minister, The Rev. Deb Jameson, will be our pulpit guest on October 7.  Her presence, as a member of the wider church, is especially appropriate as we will celebrate World Communion Sunday on that day. 

The Rev. Dr. Jim Kelsey will be our guest preacher on Sunday, October 14.  Rev. Kelsey is the new Executive Minister for the American Baptist Churches of New York State.  His installation service will be part of the Biennial meeting held at Emmanuel on October 13.  Prior to becoming Executive Minister, he served for 10 years with International Ministries in Italy and Belgium.  He is married to Rev. Debbie Kelsey, also an ABC minister and ABC International missionary to Italy, who continues that work from their home in Syracuse.  They have two sons, Luke and Ben. Luke has started his first year of college at Dennison University in Ohio. Ben is a junior in high school.  
Church Office Closed:

October 8


Notice of Meetings…

October    9 ~  Coordinating Council @ 


    Pushee’s
October 14  ~  Diaconate & Lunch
                   ~  “Family Matters” Forum
October 21 ~  Congregational Meeting
Entertainment Books are here!

Get one for yourself, and invite friends and family to purchase one too!  The cost is still only $30, and we can also order books for other cities.  Your purchase will support our youth group activities and mission projects.  If you have questions, you may contact Marilyin Malone. (785-0022)
. 
Please remember to wear your name tag on Sunday mornings to help
[image: image15.wmf]new folks get to know 
who you are!
Deadline for the November issue of the MOSAIC is August 18.





 If you have misplaced a pair of eye glasses, please check the lost and found basket in Fellowship Hall. 
And, Remember…  If you are looking for the printer cartridge recycle basket, you will find it on a shelf  in the parlor.
   Happy Birthday…
Chris Moaton                     
                                1st
MarilynMalone       
                                           6th
Jim Woodard

                                           6th
Warren Burton                                                       6th
Bien Baez                                                             11th
Adam Barelski                      
                             14th
Taylor Stroebel                                                     16th
Bernie Kennedy                                                   20th
Madeline Green                                              
     23rd
Heather Green                                                
     28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly  listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161.
Emmmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































