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               Pastoral Ponderings...
In the last couple of months, I worked with the nominating committee.  Truthfully, I observed while they did most of the work.   It was only my second time through this process at Emmanuel, and I was surprised at some of my internal responses.  A couple of times when a person was suggested as a potential member of a given commission, my somewhat automatic internal response was “Oh he can’t serve on that commission, he belongs on that other commission” or “Her gifts are in this area, she couldn’t possibly serve over there.”  Now it is true that people’s strongest gifts and passions are often in certain well-defined areas.  And it is usually the job of a nominating committee to make a good match between people’s gifts and the church’s needs.  However, I was distressed when I became aware of my response.  I realized that I was pigeonholing people, thinking that they could only serve in the capacities in which I had already observed them serving.  We are blessed at Emmanuel with people who have many gifts and abilities.  Certainly someone might serve one term on Service to Others, for example, and then serve on Christian Growth and Development at another time.  

Part of the reason for my distress at my response was that I was setting arbitrary limits on who should serve where (not that I ever spoke this aloud, you understand) and thus inhibiting the work of the Holy Spirit.  Another part was that I’ve only been here a short time and in that time, certain folks had become more strongly identified with certain parts of our ministry than I realized.  That discovery increased my awareness of how easy it is to get set into certain routines and how easily a routine can become a rut.

The arrival of a new calendar year and the election of a new slate of leaders can provide opportunities to break out of any routines that are in danger of becoming ruts.  After our annual meeting on January 22, Emmanuel will have a new moderator and many of our commissions will have members who have not served in that capacity in recent years.  That sort of change provides a context in which new ideas might be discussed, new programs can be developed, and new relationships may form.  Unlike my knee-jerk response, this is the sort of context which provides more freedom for the work of the Holy Spirit.  I am excited about the possibilities ahead and will now be on guard against my own tendency to get too comfortable with a certain routine.  I am praying that we will open ourselves to the new things that God will do among us in 2012.  

Peace,

Kathy
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               New Year’s Brunch and Worship 

                             at 11:00 a.m.
        (Note time change for this Sunday only)
Emmanuel Dominican Mission Group
7 Emmanuel folks  (Tom Lahut, Jean Burton, Edith Leet, Mark Chaffin, Julie Shaw, Marilyn and Tony Malone)  are going to the Dominican Republic February 11-18.  Our group has already gotten wonderful support from Emmanuel and we thank you very much for your generosity.  If you wish to donate, we are still happy to accept your donations as they will go for critical supplies and medications. You can send your checks to EBC or put them in the offering plate. Please be sure that in the memo area you write "EBC mission trip" so that the checks can be identified. 

Our group will be involved in supplying medical services and teaching parents about child development each day to a different Batey near the city of La Romana. Bateys are similar to a "company village" where people of Haitian origin live while they work in the fields. In the early 1900s, Haitians sugarcane cutters,  began the seasonal migration to the Dominican Republic. Over the decades, many of these sugarcane workers did not return to Haiti at season end, and thus created a large, permanent population of Haitians in the Dominican Republic—a population that was not welcomed. 
In the mid-1960s, in an effort to stop this growing Haitian immigration from diluting the Dominican culture, the government proposed a solution—the batey. Bateyes were company-owned towns (consisting of nothing more than crude barracks surrounded by fencing) erected by the government on the outskirts of sugarcane plantations. 
 
By the 1990s, the bateyes had become home to hundreds of thousands of men, women, and children—second- and third-generation Haitians born in the Dominican Republic, but with no legal citizenship status to be there and with no ties to their “homeland” Haiti. They basically became a people without a country.  An estimated 500,000 residents—7% of the population of the Dominican Republic, live in 400+ bateyes
Most of the bateyes in the Dominican Republic had not changed much since they were originally erected—they still had no running water, no electricity, no cooking facilities, no bathrooms, no schools for the children, and no medical facilities.
 
And since the Constitution of the Dominican Republic does not extend citizenship to children born to non-naturalized Haitian parents, these children born in the Dominican Republic, did not have birth certificates or identity papers of any kind. This lack of documentation made it nearly impossible for children of Haitian descent to attend school or benefit from any other social services. These families and children were denied access to medical, social, and educational facilities.  
It is to this highly impoverished setting, that our group will be going.  Each of you at Emmanuel goes with us in many ways, but especially in the spirit of the Love of God. Your energy and enthusiasm is ours.  Iit is for this we are highly grateful.
~ The EBC Dominican Mission Group.
 The following excerpts from a letter from Rev. Dr. John Buskey detail the current status of efforts to reconfigure the operation of Pathfinder Lodge and Camp Vick. (el)
On December second, the Board of Mission of American Baptist Churches of New York State took an historic move. They voted to create a new Not-For-Profit corporation to run the camping programs on behalf of the Region. In doing so, they have allowed for the creation of a new board to govern and expand our ministries in camps and conferences for our churches and reaching beyond to those who desperately need to hear and experience the love of God. This move will allow us to be more deliberate and sharpen our focus, thereby increasing the effectiveness of our joint ministry together.

What will change? The name of the corporation (the camp names will remain the same). The way in which we are governed. How we relate to the churches of the Regions in New York State (we will need to be much more responsive and interactive with our local churches). ‘

What remains the same? Our commitment to American Baptist Camping. Our commitment to introducing people to Jesus, equipping them to grow spiritually and to minister to their world. Camps will continue as a ministry partnership of the Region, the churches, and now this new corporation.

As we begin this new venture, there are some additional expenditures we will face. We have a desire to improve the infrastructure of both sites. We need to take on the salaries of the new Executive of this corporation and an administrative assistant. We want to offer programs that will be attractive to children, teens, and adults. We are also looking to build an endowment as well as build scholarship funds for those who cannot afford to experience camp. 

Would you pray about how you may become a partner in this new ministry venture, which will honor the past and prayerfully reach into the future? As a ministry partner with ABC/NYS, if you have been supporting the Region, please continue to do so. If you have been supporting Camping, we need you to please continue. If you have not been supporting one or both of these, please pray and ask God if this is a ministry you can support in both prayer and financially. 

To support camp during this transitional period, you can send a check to ABC/NYS, with camping (either Pathfinder Lodge, Camp Vick, or just camping) in the memo. It will go to camp. You can also make a check to Vick and Pathfinder Camp and Conference Ministries Inc. (or VP Ministries for short). Currently the new corporation is in the process of filing the appropriate papers to become a 501(C)(3) organization. Until that happens, the best way to give to the new organization is through ABC/NYS.
The new organization is going to be dependent for a while on the generosity of those who believe camping is important. Won’t you help us in becoming a partner through prayer, volunteering, or giving during the 2012 year? 

On behalf of the Board of Directors,
Thank you for your continued prayers and support,

Rev. Dr. John R. Buskey
Transitional Leader
[image: image6.wmf]From Service to Others…
                       Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering
RMMO is an annual ABCUSA offering that provides (1) “Thank you” checks to more than 3,000 retired American Baptist ministers and missionaries or their widowed spouses, based on 15 or more years of ABC service, and (2) emergency and other financial assistance based on need.  This year we are guided by Psalm 100:5:  For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.  

Personal stories that exemplify the giving spirit of the member churches that support RMMO will be shared in Sunday bulletins beginning on January 8.  We will receive the offering on January 22, and envelopes will be provided for your convenience.  Please give generously.
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          Dinner to be Delivered to Shelter
Through the winter months Emmanuel provides occasional meals for guests of the Interfaith Shelter and the Emergency Overflow Shelter.  On Friday, January 13 we will take a meal to the Emergency Overflow Shelter.  Volunteers are needed to prepare food.  If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you!
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To our beloved friends:                                                           

 Pickett Tait and I want to thank you for the beautiful reception that you executed following the service for Pickett, Sr.  We will be forever grateful.

In Christian love,

                                                    Edie


January 8  ~ Diaconate

            15  ~ Lenten Committee to meet after Sunday School


        ~ Book of Reports to be distributed

            16  ~ Church Office Closed
            21  ~ Work Day
            22  ~ Annual Corporate and Congregational Meetings

            29  ~ Diaconate
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If you have not done so, please submit your Annual Report(s).  

We wish to have the Book of Reports available for distribution on January 15, 

one week prior to the Annual Meeting.  Thank you!
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Advent is always a special time in the church year and 2011 was no exception.  This year's events included ice-skating at Swinburne Park, caroling on the plaza, and Hanging of the Green within worship on the first Sunday of Advent.  
Thanks to each member of the Advent committee  -- Ruth Johnson, Barb Lahut, Tom Lahut, Becca Leet, Amy Palmer, and Helen Torian -- who worked with Pastor Kathy to develop and implement our theme of Journeys and Dreams.  A special thanks goes to Becca and Amy for making the hope, peace, joy, and love banners which we enjoyed each week.
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Friday Night Volleyball 

  is coming back!

 

Teens and adults are invited to play every week during Lent (beginning Friday, Feb. 24), in the EBC gym.   

 

In preparation, we will need to remove excess furniture and stuff from the gym area.  We will also need to get a new net and volleyball (or perhaps someone has one to donate). 

 

So start getting in shape, invite your friends, and watch for details in future newsletters.  (mm)
Men’s Luncheon
On January 4 at 11:45 am, Emmanuel men are invited to gather at the 76 Diner in Latham for lunch and friendly fellowship.   
If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so that adequate seating can be arranged.  Thank you!
Special Note:  Veterans with identification can receive 10% discount. 
Work Day Scheduled
Corporate Management is organizing another work day, Saturday, January 21, 9 a.m. to Noon.  There are projects for all skill levels so be sure to join us.  Lunch will be served.

Happy Birthday… 
[image: image12.wmf]Ellen Corcoran                                                        
     3rd
Kathy Donley                                                         
     4th
Michael Clement                                                  
   11th
Rosemary Koonce                                                
   14th
Monica Sheerer                                                    15th
Lucas Silverman                                                   15th
Mattie Blassengale                                               18th
Jean Burton                                                          21st
Sam Koonce                                                         24th
Hunter Spann                                                       25th
Erica Edwards                                                      25th
Chelah Collins                                                     25th
Gretchen Scheu                                                    26th
Veronica Collins                                                  28th
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     February
Betty Mallory                        
                                1st
Wes Kendall                                                           5th
                                                 
Aaron Johnson                                               
       9th
Becca Leet                                                      
     15th
David Green                                                         16th
Jacek Barelski                                                      17th
Tim Bray                                                              18th
Cassandra Paul                                                     18th
Samantha Paul                                                      18th
Gail Hill                                                               28th 
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