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  Pastoral Ponderings
Have you enjoyed getting a letter from the church each week?   We’ve kept Dorothy busy this month stuffing envelopes and running to the post office for more stamps.  Seeing the heart cards come back each week has been a little like Christmas, or maybe like Forrest Gump’s box of chocolates – I never knew what we were going to get.  It has been a real encouragement to learn what people appreciate about Emmanuel, to see the names of those who have walked alongside us and helped stretch our faith, and to do a bit of dreaming about our hopes for the future together.  Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to contribute heart cards and prayers.

Some folks have also commented on the devotional readings, finding nuggets of wisdom or images of open-handed giving that speak to them.  In the Friday reading for week two, the author describes how practicing Extravagant Generosity is part of the ongoing cycle of life and faith.  

Every sanctuary and chapel in which we have worshiped, every church organ that has lifted our spirits, every pew where we have sat, every Communion rail where we have knelt, every hymnal from which we have sung, every praise band that has touched our hearts, every church classroom where we have gathered with our friends, every church kitchen that has prepared our meals, every church van that has taken us to camp, every church camp cabin where we have slept—all are the fruit of someone’s Extravagant Generosity.
 We have been the recipients of grace upon grace. We are the heirs, the beneficiaries of those who came before us who were touched by the generosity of Christ enough to give graciously so that we could experience the truth of Christ for ourselves. We owe the same to generations to come. We have worshiped in sanctuaries that we did not build, so to us falls the privilege of building sanctuaries where we shall never worship. 
Continued…
Sometimes our focus is rightfully on the present.  We do what needs to be done in this moment and trust God for tomorrow.  That is a very faithful position.  However, these words remind me not to be so concerned about we will pay today’s bills that we fail to think about tomorrow.  Part of our responsibility is to pass on our faith to the next generation.  We have benefitted from those who came before us.  We can pay that debt forward to those who will come after us.  

Our leadership is beginning a budget process.  Your participation is most welcome.  Please share your ideas about continuing effective ministry and new ventures with me, or our moderator, Marilyn Malone, or the chairpersons of any of the commissions. Let us be extravagantly generous as we bring in our estimates of giving to worship on November 4.  







Blessings,
Kathy
Thinking Outside the Box

How well do we engage newcomers?  What is Emmanuel's reputation in our community?  How can we be more effective in welcoming the stranger?  These and other similar questions often surface at Commission and Coordinating Council meetings. 
On November 4, five of us will participate in a daylong workshop called "Thinking Outside the Box." It is offered through the Capital Region Theological Center and intended to improve our skills in areas like hospitality, signage, worship, governance, the church property, our participation in the wider community and becoming a community of vibrant engagement. Attending from Emmanuel are Marilyn Malone (Moderator), Kathy Moore (Membership and Evangelism) Amy Palmer (Caring and Fellowship), Ruth Pushee (Membership and Evangelism), and Kathy Donley (Pastor).  We would love to hear your ideas and to share what we learn.  If you are interested in these issues, please contact any one of us. 
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 The Rev. A. Roy Medley, General Secretary of American Baptist Churches USA,  is President Elect of the National Council of Churches.  He will serve in this position until December 31, 2013 when he will succeed to the presidency.  He serves with the current President Kathryn Mary Lohre. Medley is the third American Baptist to serve as National Council of Churches president. The Rev. Dr. Edwin Dahlberg served from 1957 to 1960, and the Rev. Dr. M. William Howard served from 1979 to 1981. Since its founding in 1950, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA has been the leading force for shared ecumenical witness among Christians in the United States. The NCC's 37 member communions -- from a wide spectrum of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, Evangelical, historic African American and Living Peace churches -- include 45 million persons in more than 100,000 local congregations in communities across the nation.
Deadline for the December issue of the MOSAIC 
is November 18.
​​​ 

[image: image10.jpg]


From Service to Others…

              Cooks Needed
Emmanuel supports both the Emergency Overflow Shelter at First Lutheran Church and the Shelter at Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless by occasionally providing home cooked meals for their guests.   Our next opportunity to deliver a meal to the Overflow Shelter will be on Friday, November 9, and we need volunteers to prepare food.   If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.

Advent Giving
During Advent we will collect the following clothing for the Emergency Overflow Shelter:  men’s sweat clothes (sizes L and XL), men’s underwear and socks.  A designated box will be placed in Fellowship Hall for your convenience.   Thank you.
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Hanging of the Green


November 25

Choose your place of activity as we prepare together for the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  Festive greenery will be going up in the sanctuary (adults on ladders needed).   The Chrismon tree will be set up on the stage in fellowship hall (all ages needed to hang ornaments).  There will also be an opportunity to make an Advent wreath for your own house this season.  Materials and instructions will be supplied in fellowship hall.  A contribution of $5 per household for materials is appreciated.   No matter your age or craft skill level, there is a place for you.  Come and join the fun. 
Save the Dates:
December 2 – Cookie Exchange


Following worship, we will fill gift bags with cookies to share with our neighbors who 
may enjoy a seasonal pick-up.  We need several dozen batches of cookies for this 
outreach project.  EBC bakers, please start cooking and freezing now! 

December 7 – Potluck and Reader’s Theatre of A Christmas Carol


We’ll share a pitch-in dinner at 5:30, followed by a condensed reading of Dickens A 
Christmas Carol, with parts for all.  Join the cast or be part of the audience.  

December 16 – EBC Choir concert at 4:00 p.m.
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Notice of Meetings…

   November  4  ~  Diaconate & Lunch

                            ~  Concert:  3:00
      November 17 ~ CABA meeting: Burnt Hills

      November 25 ~  Family Matters Forum
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 Anneliese von Goerken, Soprano
          wth Michael Clement, piano

November 4

3:00 p.m.

arias by Bach, Mozart, Previn, Verdi

Barber’s “Hermit Songs”,
Rodrigo’s “Quatro Madrigales Amatorios”

Admission free/donations appreciated

Entertainment Books are here!

Get one for yourself, and invite friends and family to purchase one too!  The cost is still only $30, and we can also order books for other cities.  Your purchase will support our youth group activities and mission projects.  If you have questions, you may contact Marilyin Malone. (785-0022)
Work Day Scheduled
November 10

Mark your calendar and join us from 9 a.m. to Noon as we combine our energies to complete a variety of projects and tasks around the church building.   There is a job for every skill level!  Lunch will be served.   If you have questions, contact Tom Lahut.



A Note from Karen Kendall
The family of Jon Riegert wishes to express appreciation for the many expressions of concern, love and sympathy during the last several months.  The support of the Emmanuel church family means so much.  Thank you.
 Nursing Home Visits Continue(
The Choir will share their gift of music at Sisters of St. Joseph Provincial House (385 Watervliet Shaker Rd.) on Saturday, November 17; rehearsal at 9:30, program at 10:00.  This special ministry brings joy to residents and staff alike.   If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.

   Happy Birthday…

        November
     Elaine Bird                           5th
Judith Henningson                    8th
Jon Stroebel                            13th
Heather LaBarge                                            14th
Deb Jameson                                                  15th
Bowden Wise                                                 20th
Roy Mallory                                                   21st
Pat Campbell                                                 22nd
Walter Spoor                                                  28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly  listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161.
Church Office Closed: 

November 22 & 23
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































