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Pastoral Ponderings
School is now just letting out for summer vacation, but as I think ahead to the fall, I remember  back to many school days where classmates and teachers would greet each other like long-lost friends and say "Tell me all about your summer!"

I'm looking forward to my first full summer here in Albany, with no moving boxes.  My summer plans include a trip to the Wild Goose Festival in North Carolina, a family vacation at the beach in Florida, and several day trips to explore our new surroundings in this beautiful area.  I hope you have wonderful things ahead in your summer as well.  In contrast to those back-to-school memories though, I hope that we don't have to wait until September to hear about each other. 
I hope that we will make an effort to stay connected and won't feel like long-lost friends two months from now.  

At the FOCUS board retreat a few days ago, we were talking about what FOCUS means to us.  We lifted up many things, but thinking about the long term history of FOCUS, one prominent idea was community.  Before there was a breakfast program, before there was a food pantry, FOCUS was a group of people reaching out across denominational lines to form a community.  
I like to think that Emmanuel was instrumental in forming FOCUS because we are good at forming community.  

So this summer, remember your faith community.  Enjoy your vacations and your trips out of town, even on Sundays.  Those opportunities are good gifts.  But when you are in town, I hope that you will stay connected.  Even though it is summer, even though commissions take a break, even though some Sunday School teachers get a break, we will still be worshipping together.  Your presence is important to our community, both for the familiar faces who want to see your familiar face, and for those who might be worshipping with us for the first time.  We will be worshipping with our wider FOCUS community on July 1, August 5 and September 2.   Those events are special because they let us share the hospitality of the FOCUS community.  Please make an effort to be there.  And there are still more opportunities for staying connected -- look inside this newsletter for information about summer picnics and a hiking trip and stay alert for announcements of other connective events that might happen this summer.    

Blessings,
Kathy
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From Service to Others…

                        Summer Supper to be Prepared
On July 8 Emmanuel will provide a meal of cold salads for guests of the Interfaith Shelter to enjoy.  If you would like to contribute,  please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you!
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                July:  shampoo
         August:  razors & toothbrushes
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          School Supplies Drive Needs Donations, Volunteers

The FOCUS Schools Supply Program is right around the corner.  Through this initiative supplies are collected during the summer for children who use the FOCUS Interfaith Food Pantry.  Your donations can be dropped off in the Pantry collection basket in fellowship hall through the end of July.  Requested items include:
            #2 pencils 





Pencil sharpeners 

Rulers 





Pencil boxes/Pencil pouches


Pens — blue, black, ink 

                       Pink erasers

   
Pocket folders — plain and


           Glue bottles
      
3-hole punched 



Glue sticks


Marble composition books 


            Sticky notes


Colored pencils 




Colored markers


Highlighters 





Crayons—24 count


3-ring binders 




Combination locks 


School scissors 

           Notebook paper — wide ruled and college ruled
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Spiral notebooks — wide ruled 
and college ruled

 Cash donations are also welcome.  Checks should be made out to FOCUS and marked “FOCUS School Supplies”.   They may be sent to:  FOCUS  275 State Street, Albany, NY 12210. 

Volunteers are also needed  to help sort, pack and distribute the supplies during the last week of August.   If you can help, or if you would like more information, please call the FOCUS office or email beccal@focuschurches.net.   Thank you!
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     FOCUS Worship Schedule:

            July 1 - 10 a.m.  at First Reformed Church Albany
                         (Note: this is the only FOCUS Service scheduled for 10 a.m.)
              August 5 - 9:30 a.m. at Delmar Reformed Church.
September 2 - 9:30 a.m. at Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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                 Calling all Golfers!

Please mark your calendars for September 11, 2012.  That’s the day of the  Annual FOCUS Golf Match to benefit the FOCUS Interfaith Food Pantry and Soup Kitchen.  Get your foursome together now ~ cost is $120 and includes greens fee, cart and lunch at Orchard Creek Golf Club in Altamont.  There will be prizes and fun for all.  Non-golfers can enjoy lunch and a putting contest.  Call 443-0460 to reserve your spot. 
Community Forum Scheduled:

“Faith Communities Respond to End of Life: Issues & Traditions”

Wednesday, July 11

8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Carondelet Hospitality Center

(385 Watervliet-Shaker Rd.)

Pastor Kathy will be one of several participants in this conference which will bring together representatives from different faith communities, provider groups, local governments, and other interested persons to discuss how people in various faith traditions respond to end of life issues.   Two panels will offer more detailed perspectives on the topic.  One panel will focus on how different faith communities approach the subject of end of life, and the second will offer a pragmatic view on what really happens when people must make these decisions. 

The forum, which is offered in partnership by the Albany Guardian Society and the Capital District Sr. Issues Forum,  is free.  However, registration is required by July 3. (Call 269-3976)
RPI Establishes Special Award

Among the awards presented at the recent RPI graduation was The Pickett T. Simpson Prize, which was established in 2012 “in memory of Department stalwart and devoted friend, Pickett T. Simpson ’57.  It is awarded to an undergraduate who demonstrated strong ability in the Introduction to Geotechnical Engineering course and shows promise for a career in Geotechnical Engineering.”   
Corporate Management Announces Work Day

July 28, 9 a.m. to Noon

Lunch will be provided.

[image: image16.wmf]
Summer Office Hours:  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Church Office Closed:  July 4

From Christian Growth and Development…
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                                                  “Country Discovery” at Emmanuel

                                
The EBC summer program for children ages 3 through 4th 


grade has begun.  The focus is on four countries where American Baptists have a presence ~ India, Germany, Nicaragua, and Egypt.   If you have questions about the program, please talk to Becca Leet.

HELP WANTED!!!

The children of Emmanuel need YOU to assist their teachers


1. in the Nursery starting July 8th


2. to help children learn about India in the Summer Program on August 19 


3. in the children's education program starting on September 16
Please call Robin Bray at 869-0142 or email her at rltbray47@yahoo.com or call Beth Malone at 339-9152 or email her at zoit@aol.com if you can assist in any way.  

Thanks! (rb)
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Two folding cribs (Pack & Play) are needed for the nursery. Does anyone have a used one, in good condition, to donate? Or, is anyone interested in purchasing one for the church?

Thank you. (mm)
        Emmanuel Retreat Scheduled
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Mark your calendar and plan to bring the whole family to Silver Bay, Hague NY on September 28 -29, 2012.  The retreat theme will be “Family Diversity”.   Cost for over night, which includes room, meals and use of facilities: adults $50; under 5 yr Free; age 6-12 $30;  age 13-17 $40.  Day Use with lunch: adults $35; w/out lunch $22. Children will be pro-rated accordingly, and childcare will be provided for Saturday.   Watch for opportunities to support the retreat throughout the summer;  proceeds from bake sales, a candy sale and the Homecoming Dinner will help defray retreat costs.  (ac)
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Four members and friends of Emmanuel responded to a request from the First Baptist Church of Rochester recently.  Mark Chaffin, Kathy Donley, Edith Leet and Ian Leet participated in a day of dialogue and discernment about how that church might extend hospitality to all, especially members of the LGBT community.  We received the following letter a few days after our return.

Dear, dear friends,

Humbly, I extend the blessing of thanksgiving and gratitude.  Our Discernment Retreat of this past Saturday, June 9, was a day of grace and gift.  Grace came in the telling of stories and sharing of experiences.  Gift came in the form of an immediate blending of communities for the sake of one community's discernment.  The synergy of grace and gift, ultimately, brings deeper faith and more effective ministry.  We asked for help, you offered partnership. To my mind, the quality of the day far exceeded our planning team's hope for it.  Here I must invoke Providence, for I truly believe that our gathering was blessed by an extra portion of the Holy Spirit.  

Bless you for your stories, written and spoken.  Thank you for your testimonies of the path of inclusion.  Grace to you for your encouragement of our endeavors to be faithful to the welcome of Jesus, especially to the LGBT community.  Perhaps, one day, not too far off, we will be able to join you in bringing the gift to other congregations.  Continue in your prayers for us, and we shall remember you in the same way.

Most sincerely yours,

Ken Williams

Pastor, First Baptist Church of Rochester, NY
A Note of Thanks:

Thank you all for the care you have shown me through your prayers, flowers, cards and well-wishes.   It means a lot to me.  Thank you.

 -- Elizabeth Sipe

Mark Your Calendar…
Quarterly Congretational Meeting

July 15 following worship

Change of Date:
Family Hike at 5 Rivers has been rescheduled for July 21.


Coordinating Council ~ July 31
(location TBA)
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Summer’s  Here!
Summer has begun, and with it come staff vacations and abbreviated church office hours (9 am to 1 pm).  If you have a pastoral need during Pastor Kathy’s time off, June 20 to July 2 (continuing ed & vacation) or August 2-15, you may contact the church office.   Arrangements for clergy support will be in place.  When Dorothy is away (July 2-5 & August 6-13), volunteers will staff the office so your messages and needs will be heard.   We hope that you, too, find time for rest and relaxation in the summer months. 
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              Picnics Planned
Emmanuel members and friends are invited to enjoy food and fellowship at the home of Bob and Karen Green on July 15 beginning at noon.  Please bring a lawn chair if you can and a dish to share; meat for the grill and beverages will be provided.  

A second picnic will be held on August 19 at the Donley/Wilkerson house.  Again, we ask that you bring a dish to share.  Watch for sign up sheets for both dates in the coming weeks.  

 Hike at Five Rivers Planned
 Saturday, July 21, 10 a.m.
There’s something for everyone at Five Rivers…

You can picnic, walk the trails (over 10 miles for self-guided exploration!), observe wildlife.  Grounds are open every day, year-round from sunrise to sunset.  The Visitor Center will be open when we are there ~ You won’t want to miss the exhibit room with hands-on activities for all ages and the bird-watching window.  The address is 56 Game Farm Rd., Delmar and directions are available on-line.  This is an outing for the entire family.   Plan to join Emmanuel friends for a day of exploration and fun.
Men’s Gathering Scheduled
Emmanuel men are invited to meet for lunch and fellowship at the Latham 76 Diner on July 11, 11:45 a.m.  If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so adequate seating can be arranged. Remember, if you are a veteran, you will receive 10% discount!
Deadline for the September issue of 
the MOSAIC is August 18.

   Happy Birthday…
MaKayla Smith                                                      1st
Lydia Johnson                                                       3rd
Amanda Gibson                                                    4th
Kevin Cole                                                             6th
Bessie Gibson                                                      10th
Nancy Horan                                                        11th
Beth Fuchs                                                           13th
Tracy Collins                                                       14th

Patrick Sunkes                                                     14th
Andrea Carver                                                      14th
Kendra Lahut                                                       14th
Rebecca Lamar (Malone)                                     21st
Jim Wilkerson                                                      23rd
Catherine Firman                                                 25th
Esther Moore                                                       26th
Elaine Clark                                                         29th
Amber Collins                                                      31st
Randolph Franklin                                               31st
     AUGUST
Elisabeth Scheu                                                     1st
Bill Silverman                                                       2nd
Alice Dodds                                                           2nd
Kimberly Norwood                                                5th
Sam Hill                                                                8th
Michael Green                                                      11th
Ruth Johnson                                                        21st
Beverly Norwood                                                22nd
Parmilla Allen                                                     23rd
Shamaal Ford                                                      26th
Karen Kendall                                                      30th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly  listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161.

Emmmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































