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         Pastoral Ponderings
A few years ago, we remodeled the kitchen in our Indiana home.  For a couple of months, our refrigerator and microwave lived in the dining room.  We cooked our meals in the microwave or outside on the grill.  We carried dishes up or down a flight of stairs to find a working sink.  It was inconvenient, but we kept telling ourselves that it would be worth it when the new kitchen was done.    We said it so often that the idea of the new kitchen became larger than life.  The new kitchen was going to solve all of our problems.  Making fun of ourselves, we even started referring to the anticipated completion of the kitchen as the “Promised Land.”  “When we get to the Promised Land,  all the Tupperware will be organized and stay that way.”  “ When we get to the Promised Land, we’ll eat right and exercise more.” “When we get to the Promised Land, we won’t be grumpy, so you’ll never hear the sound of arguing in the Donley-Wilkerson household.“ 

In the last few weeks, as we’ve made final preparations for a permanent move to Albany,  I’ve become aware of some of this kind of “Promised Land”  thinking again.  Our Loudonville house has fewer built-ins than our Indiana house, so we tell ourselves that we won’t have so much clutter.  This time, every single box will be unpacked.

As I have flown in and out of Albany for the past 6 months, I’ve told myself that it will all be worth it when I’m a permanent resident here.  I am looking forward to being here all the weeks of the month!  While I was the one doing the travelling back and forth, you were the ones putting up with the inconvenience of having a long-distance pastor.  Emmanuel’s transition between settled pastors was lengthened by my half-time leave.  And I’m beginning to wonder if you’re experiencing any sort of “Promised Land” thinking.  Perhaps you’ve been telling yourself, “When our pastor is here full-time, . . .”  or “Just wait until Kathy gets back, because then we will . . . “  Sometimes those sentences lead to unrealistic expectations.  The presence of a full-time pastor does not 
magically fix everything, just as our new kitchen did not make life perfect  in Indiana.  
(continued on next page…)
However, the way you complete those sentences might also reveal something about your 
hopes and dreams for Emmanuel. Those are important.   I hope you will share those ideas with me and with each other. 

The last 6 months have not been wasted.  Emmanuel has continued to thrive.  You have continued to live in faithful and loving ways.  Many of you have made an intentional effort to be present in worship on Sundays when you knew I would be there, as a way of nurturing our new relationships.  Others stayed in contact by e-mail or telephone.   Various commissions are laying the groundwork  for ministry projects that may begin this fall.  I’m eager to be a full-time pastor in residence again.   

My family jokingly used the expression “Promised Land” to refer to our unrealistic expectations, but we’re also aware that the Biblical Promised Land represented God’s best gifts and opportunities for the ancient Israelites.  I’m looking forward to sharing those with you as we journey together.  




Blessings,



Kathy
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[image: image6.wmf]        Summer Picnics Planned
                    Sunday, July 17

                        at the Malone’s

                          (time:  TBA)
                 Sunday, August 14
at the Donley-Wilkerson house
(29 Joy Dr., Loudonville)
Meat for the grill and beverages will be provided at each picnic; please bring a dish to share.  Sign up sheets are available in Fellowship Hall.
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Summer Office Hours:

 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Note:  Office will be closed on July 4
[image: image8.png]


From the Moderator…

           Pastoral Relations – What Do They Do?

The purpose of the pastoral relations committee is to listen to concerns, gather information and evaluate the quality of the relationships among the pastor, the congregation and the governing bodies of the church.  In their evaluation, the committee considers the ministries of the church and its emotional and spiritual health.  The committee listens with open heart and mind to both the congregation and the pastor, and consults outside sources (such as the Ministers and Missionaries Board of ABC-USA) when needed.

The pastoral relations committee serves at the request of coordinating council.  It is extra-constitutional and has no power outside that of making recommendations.  In the past, this has included non-binding recommendations on adjustments to the salary and benefits package of the pastoral staff.  Recently, the committee has also helped craft the job description and contract of the pastor.   Deliberations of the committee are confidential and are communicated to coordinating council via the moderator/committee chair.

At this time, the committee consists of the pastor, the moderator, the immediate past moderator and three at large members who together reflect the diverse make up of the congregation.  The at large members are named by coordinating council to terms of one, two or three years. Coordinating council intends to review the makeup of the committee annually.

At present, the Pastoral Rlations Cmmittee consists of Parmilla Allen, Judith Henningson, Roy Mallory, Beth Malone and Kathy Moore.  Please share your thoughts with any or all of these folks.  (JH)
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   Mark Your Calendar…

   Corporate & Congregational Meeting ~ July 10

       Coordinating Council ~ July 12  at Henningson’s

       Work Day ~ July 16, 9 to 1; lunch provided
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Deadline for the September issue of

the MOSAIC  is August 18.

  


     _________________
[image: image11.wmf]From Service to Others…
On July 10 we will provide a meal of cold salads for the guests of Interfaith Shelter.  If you would like to contribute, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you!
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          FOCUS Summer Worship

                          all services at 9:30 a.m.

        July     3 ~  First Presbyterian Church

        August 7 ~ Trinity United Methodist

        Sept.   4  ~ Emmanuel Baptist
Summer provides opportunities for many wonderful things, including the chance to worship in other places, with folks outside our usual EBC family.  In the FOCUS worship services we may learn new songs or experience different styles of worship.  These are events which strengthen our relationships with other FOCUS church members.  They are a vital part of the ministry we share.  Please make every effort to be part of these gatherings.  Note that Emmanuel is hosting the FOCUS service on Labor Day weekend.   (KD)

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another. . .Hebrews 10:24-25b
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       July:  shampoo
                                                         August: razors and toothbrushes
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      School Supply Drive to Begin  
Again this summer, FOCUS congregations are asked to collect school supplies for distribution to the families who are guests of the Food Pantry.  Boxes of extra supplies go to each of Albany’s public schools.  For your convenience, a collection box and list of requested materials will be placed in the fellowship hall.

[image: image15.wmf]Volunteers will also be needed to sort and distribute the supplies from 10 a.m to noon on the following dates: Aug. 29, sorting supplies; Aug. 30 & 31, packing; Sept. 1,2,3, distributing supplies to families.  If you wish to help, you may call the FOCUS office (443-0460) or email info@focuschurches.net
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  CROP Walk Update

Thank you to all of our walkers and to those who made contributions to CROP.  Emmanuel representatives, Becca and Edith Leet, Michele Calvin, Marilyn and Tony Malone, Chelah Collins and Nancy Horan raised $1,544 for the cause.   The Capital District total to date is $68492.13.
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                        Mission Trip Opportunity

February 11-18th there will be another mission trip to La Romana, Dominican Republic with folks from EBC and First Baptist Church East Greenwich RI. We will be providing medical assistance, teaching of health promoters new skills (there may be a child development component) and construction at the Good Samaritan Hospital. 

We will be having an informational meeting after church on July 10th. Come if you have any interest in attending the trip or helping with the preparations. We will be discussing costs, scholarships,  and what roles you may be able to fill. We are able to take 9th graders up to 80 year olds. If you can't make the meeting but want to be included in planning or on an email list, please respond to Tony Malone at develped@msn.com.
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Celebration to Honor Marilyn Malone
at Pathfinder Lodge
July 9

Time: 11:30-2:00 Lunch served @ 12:00

1041 County Rd. 31 East Lake Rd.,  Cooperstown, NY  13326

This year, after 18 years of faithful and dedicated service as the camp director and over a decade more of volunteer service, Marilyn Malone has retired.  Come celebrate with us at the place Marilyn has called “home” for the past  18 summers.  Reservations are requested by July 1st.  Phone: Kathie @ 315 469-4236 ext. 11 or E-mail: kshevchuk@abc-nys.org
Cards and letters may be sent to:  Pathfinder Lodge  PO Box 350, Cooperstown, NY  13326

[image: image20.wmf]                               Donations for Pathfinder


The camping season at Pathfinder is almost upon us, and now is the time to donate supplies that you may have.   Edith Leet needs a number of  particular items for arts, crafts, and gardening projects that she is planning for the summer.  Please reference the list in last month’s MOSAIC or speak with her.  Thank you!

[image: image21.wmf]               “Baobab Blast”

          Summer Program for Children
Children ages 2 through 11 are invited to join us at the Baobab Tree in the gym on Sundays, June 26 through September 4.  Through crafts, songs, science and games we will celebrate living together in God’s community.  
All children should have received a packet of information about the program.   Additional packets are available for guests.  If you have any questions, you may contact Marilyn or Beth Malone.
ADULTS:  Your help is needed!!!

· Donate newspaper, brown paper; rolls of paper, especially in green  & brown; tempera paint; old nylon stockings or panty hose

· [image: image22.wmf]Lend realistic looking stuffed jungle animals, especially: zebra, elephant, giraffe, meerkat and red colobus monkey
· Provide snacks during the summer

· Be a safari guide and work with the children. See the bright yellow sign up sheet in the fellowship hall.

For more information, speak with Beth or Marilyn Malone, Robin Bray, or Becca Leet
Happy Birthday…
July
[image: image23.wmf]Makayla Smith                                                       1st
Lydia Johnson                                                        3rd
Amanda Gibson


                   4th
Kevin Cole                                                             6th
Bessie Gibson                                                      10th
Nancy Horan                                                        11th
Beth Fuchs                                                           13th
Andrea Carver                                                      14th
Kendra Lahut                                                       14th
Tracy Collins                                                        14th
Rebecca Malone                                                  21st
Jim Wilkerson                                                     23rd
Catherine Firman                                                 25th
Esther Moore                                                       26th
Elaine Clark                                                         29th
Amber Collins                                                     31st
Randolph Franklin                                               31st
                August
Elisabeth Scheu                                                     1st
Alice Dodds                                                           2nd
Bill Silverman                                                       2nd
Kim Norwood                                                        5th
Sam Hill                                                                 8th
Sadie Chaffin                                                         8th
Michael Green                                                      11th
Ruth Johnson                                                       21st
Beverly Norwood                                                22nd
Shamaal Ford                                                       26th
Karen Kendall                                                      30th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































