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Spring in Bloomington, Indiana is a few weeks ahead of Albany.    The forsythia has bloomed and faded.  Our dogwood and magnolia trees are blooming now.  We’ve had lots of rain, but on the few days when it was dry enough, I’ve been outdoors doing spring chores, like weeding and prepping the perennial beds for mulch.  As I did so, I found a few surprises:  the overcrowded daylilies which should have been divided, and the butterfly bush which should have been cut down.  These are fall gardening chores which didn’t get done because I wasn’t here to do them.  (My husband is not the gardener in the family.  He would have done them, if I had thought to say something.)  Back here in Indiana for the spring, I realize what I left undone because I wasn’t here to see the signs, to be reminded of the tasks associated with each season.

I am also aware that are some pastoral tasks being left undone while I am absent from you in Albany. This has been an unusual first year for us as pastor and congregation.  Opportunities for ministry and relationship formation have undoubtedly been missed because I was not present to recognize the signs of the season.   You may recall the St. Patrick’s benediction I often use in worship.  It contains a line about Christ being present to “finish and complete what you must leave undone.”  I don’t like leaving things undone, but I do trust that Christ is present between us even though we are absent from each other. 

And I have learned some important things about Emmanuel and myself, during this half-time leave.  I have learned that you are extraordinarily gifted and capable of doing what needs to be done in terms of planning and executing ministry and in terms of caring for one another.  Many of you are serving as the hands and feet of Christ for me, finishing those things that I must leave undone.  It is more than that though.  You are pitching in to help in this time of transition, but you are also carrying out your own mission and ministries, not just filling in until the settled pastor gets herself settled!  

(continued…)
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There’s a story of a first century angel who was sleeping and hadn’t noticed that Jesus had gone to earth. When he heard that Jesus had just returned home, he asked, "Where have you been?” 

ADVANCE \d4Jesus said, “I’ve been on earth.” 

ADVANCE \d4The angel asked, “How’d it go?”

ADVANCE \d4Jesus replied, “They crucified me.”

ADVANCE \d4“You must have had a wide influence down there.”

ADVANCE \d4“I had eleven faithful followers.”

ADVANCE \d4The angel asked, “What will become of your work?”

ADVANCE \d4Jesus said, “I left it in the hands of my friends.”

ADVANCE \d4“And if they fail?”

ADVANCE \d4“I have no other plans.”

In this Eastertide season, let us remind ourselves that Jesus has left his work in the hands of us, his friends.  It is up to us to carry the life and truth of the gospel in our time and place, maybe even to finish and complete what Jesus left undone.
Blessings,




                
         Kathy

Please Continue Recycling Computer Cartridges

[image: image8.wmf]Please continue recycling your empty ink and toner cartridges from your computer by bringing them to Emmanuel. They provide significant savings on office supplies. Each cartridge is worth $3 in store credit at Office Max (restricted to certain brands) or $2 at Staples (takes all brands). By using that credit and taking advantage of coupons and special offers, we have been able to buy copy paper at half the usual price and other supplies such as labels, pens and pencils, tape, and mailing stickers at significant discounts. Store credit also helped us purchase six new card tables for our “cabaret nights” and other events.
We will not continue to recycle cell phones, however. Several charities will accept them for use by people who need them but cannot afford them. 
We continue to receive money from internet searches and shopping on the Internet through igive.com. Each Internet search raises 1-2 cents for Emmanuel, and each purchase from a participating company, such as Land’s End, Office Max, JC Penney, and more than 700 others sends a percentage of the purchase to Emmanuel. The money comes from advertisers, so it's completely free for you and for Emmanuel. 
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 To register, go to igive.com, specify Emmanuel Baptist Church, Albany, as your cause, and download the igive.com toolbar. Then every time you do an internet search or shop online, Emmanuel will automatically get the credit. 
Thank you for your help in turning trash into cash. (EL)
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                  Time to Think about Summer & Camping
Have you ever been dragged in a tube behind a motorboat with the sun shining down on a pristine lake?  Have you ever slept under the stars after cooking your meal over a campfire?  Have you ever gone scuba diving or climbed a rock wall?  Have you ever hiked a ravine to find dozens of fossils and friendly creatures?  Well now is your chance to do this and more.   

Summer is fast approaching and so is the camping season!  Don't miss out this year - plan to spend some time at Pathfinder or Camp Vick.  There are several opportunities for kids and adults to participate.  Summer sessions are available for children entering grades 1 through post high school adults.  Family camping opportunities are also available several weekends throughout the summer.

Emmanuel does not want you to miss this opportunity and has scholarships available.  CABA also has scholarships available but the deadline is quickly approaching (requests need to be submitted to Marilyn Malone by May 15 for the CABA scholarship and by May 29 for the EBC scholarship). 
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Are you new to the camping scene?  Are your kids not sure what it will be like?  Plan to join a group from Emmanuel for a day trip to Pathfinder for the open house on June 4.  It is a free event with lunch included.  Attendees will have a chance to see the camp and participate in sample activities such as boating, crafts, and games.  For more information please pick up a brochure and registration form at church or check out the link on the state website (www.abc-nys.org).  If you are interested in attending the open house or would like more information on scholarships, please contact Marilyn or Beth Malone or the church office.  

[image: image12.wmf]From Service to Others…
Emmanuel provides meals to Interfaith Shelter or the Emergency Overflow Shelter one Sunday a month through the winter and again one Sunday in summer.  We wish to thank Bien Baez, Andrea Carver, Pat Hunziker, and Edie Simpson for helping with last month’s meal, which was delivered to the Interfaith Shelter.   The next opportunity to assist with this special outreach ministry will be in July.  Watch for the date in upcoming newsletters.  Thank you!

In March, Emmanuel made a donation to the FOCUS Interfaith Food Pantry in memory of Donald Jameson, father of the Rev. Deb Jameson.  Here is an excerpt from the acknowledgement:  “…I am deeply moved by your generosity and love to me and my family.  We have been sustained by your prayers.   Thank you for being church for me.  Sincerely, Deb”

An excerpt from a note received from Martha at the Overflow Shelter:
“On behalf of everyone at the Overflow Shelter, I want to thank you for your generous offerings of meals to those in need.   Because of your kindness, we were able to give our guests warm, healthy, and delicious meals every night for six months this year.  I want you to know the compliments and heartfelt thanks that our guests shared with us…God bless your congregation and all those who help to make the Overflow Shelter possible.”
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                         My Recollections of the Rensselaerville Retreat
                                                by Andrea Carver
We four started out, Audrey, Karen, Nancy and I, and we were very glad the snow had not amounted to too much. We had a lovely ride to the Institute. We met with all who were already there for dinner, which was wonderful.
When the first session started, the leader, Nancy Leport had us make a list of our passions which we then had to narrow to five top priorities.  When this was done, we promptly moved to making collages. I was surprised that people knew what my pictures represented as well as my knowing what theirs represented.   After our session, some went to play cribbage (quite viciously I understand), some watched TV, while some just went to bed.

Saturday we woke to a light covering of snow.  Before a fabulous breakfast, some went for a walk to enjoy the vistas. During our morning session, we discussed some things that we considered Emmanuel did well and not so well.  We also discussed the things we considered to be "drains and energizers" in both our personal lives and the life of Emmanuel.  The lists were as varied and overlapping as the number of persons in the room.   We had a lovely lunch before a two hour break during which people took hikes, napped,  and read or sat in the sun.  Along with the afternoon session, we had a service at which we read passages that talked about JOY, and we sang songs.
The whole idea of a retreat for me is a bit like/kind of new age, but this was a wonderful weekend. I truly learned quite a bit about myself and about how others saw Emmanuel. I would very much recommend to anyone wondering about going on retreat that they say, YES.
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                 May:  toothpaste

Men’s Lunch Scheduled
The men of Emmanuel are invited to meet for lunch at the 76 Diner in Latham on Wednesday, May 4.   We will gather at 11:45 a.m.   Please let Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory know if you plan to attend so that adequate seating can be arranged.
Emmanuel Women's Luncheon
[image: image16.wmf]                                  Thursday, May 5

                                    11:45 am

                                     Latham 76 Diner
                                           Please RSVP by MAY 1st to Gail Hill or Betty Mallory
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     Deadline for the June issue of the MOSAIC 
             

       is May 18.
From the Benevolence Treasurer…

The American Baptist Churches, USA, conducts four offerings during the year.  These funds are collected in addition to the pledged benevolence giving and represent extra opportunities to support the missions of the ABC.  The first of the four is the Retired Ministers and Missionaries (or M&M) offering, which was collected in January.  This year members of Emmanuel contributed $480 to the M&M offering.  The America for Christ offering is collected in March and April; we have collected a little over $450 to support a wide variety of missions within the United States and Puerto Rico.  The generous giving of members of our Emmanuel community makes much good work possible.  

Mark Your Calendar…
Coordinating Council ~ May 2

Diaconate ~ May 15

LGBT “Quality & Justice Day”
May 9 in Albany

Rally and opportunity to meet with legislators

more information forthcoming
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The children of Emmanuel wish to thank Michele Calvin for the beautiful key chains that she made.   Each includes the individual child’s name created in lovely bead work.  “Thanks, Michele!  That was so thoughtful!”
CROP WALK kicks off at 1:00 on Sunday, May 1 at First Lutheran Church.  A number of Emmanuel folks will be participating in this fund raising effort to fight hunger.  Of the funds raised, a portion is dedicated to local food banks, a portion to nationwide food ministries and a portion to international efforts.  If you have not sponsored a walker and wish to make a donation to the cause, you may contact Karen Green.  
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Happy Birthday…
May
Beth Malone                                                        11th
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Henry Dodds                                                        16th
Amy Garner                                                         18th
Ericka Silverman                                                  21st
David Malone                                                      23rd
Herb Hall                                                             23rd
June
Audrey Ford                                                        3rd
[image: image19.wmf]Claudette Mink                                                     5th
Natalie Johnson                                                    7th
Elaine Spoor                                                          8th
Donna Brown                                                        8th
Bob Green                                                            10th
Edie Simpson                                                       17th
Robin Bray                                                           18th
Adele LaBarge                                                     19th
Erin Wilkerson                                                    19th
Ken Cole                                                              19th
Robin Dodds                                                        21st
Edith Leet                                                            29th
Kathy Landers-Wise                                            29th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161 or 465-8781.
 Thank you… to everyone who helped with the Easter egg hunt: those who contributed filled eggs (we collected more than a thousand!); those who came early to hide eggs and prepare the space; those who helped supervise children during the hunt and welcome families to our church. 
There were nearly 40 children who participated, about half of whom were affiliated with Emmanuel and the others being from our neighborhood. Excitement was overflowing as the warmth and love of our congregation was shared in this outreach ministry. Many thanks for all of your support!   (MM) 
Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.
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