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Pastoral Ponderings
I recently ran into an Indiana friend who was surprised to see me in Bloomington.  I explained about my temporary leave, saying that I was making monthly visits to Albany, attending meetings via Skype and providing children’s sermons on DVD.  He affirmed Emmanuel by saying “It must be a post-modern church.”  

I heard from another friend who got a new cell phone with a built-in GPS.  Coming home from a camp about 3 hours away, he decided to test the GPS.  He has made the trip to and from camp dozens of times and could do it on auto-pilot.  To his surprise, the GPS suggested a route he had never imagined.  Driving that unanticipated route, he thoroughly enjoyed the scenery.  He said that many of the sights he saw on the new route would probably have been on the familiar route.  (This is central Indiana after all, where the landscape is pretty much the same.)  What was interesting to me was that he said that even though most of the same sights would have been on the familiar route, he probably wouldn’t have noticed them, because he wouldn’t have been as attentive.  

These two comments got me thinking.  Many historians and sociologists suggest that we have entered a postmodern age, a new epoch in history.   Many churches are stuck in some bygone era -- the days of full pews and bursting-at-the-seams Sunday Schools after the end of WWII is a perennial favorite.  When churches get stuck in the memories of yesteryear, they often are also stuck in strategies that worked in that time.  Programs that were effective in 1940 and 1950 are not as likely to work in 2011.  I believe that my friend is right, that EBC is a postmodern, living-in–the-present and looking-to-the-future church.

I am also thinking about what I am learning from our unusual arrangement.  A few things I’ve noticed:  

· I knew that Emmanuel had strong, healthy lay leadership.  In the past two months, I have depended on that leadership in ways that I wouldn’t have, if I had been present more in person.  
continued…

· Delivering a children’s sermon by DVD is more complicated than I expected and taught me that there is no future Hollywood film career waiting for me!  However, the use of that technology enabled me to share my dogs with the children without physically  bringing them into the church building, and encouraged me to think of other ways to use film effectively in worship.  

· Preaching only once a month has provided me with some luxury of time to prepare.  That has reinforced my own desire for quality worship experiences both now and when I return to weekly worship leadership.  

I wonder what you have noticed in these last few months?  I would love to hear from you.

As we enter the season of Lent, may we be mindful of the ways that God is moving within and among us.  Rather than coasting through our days on auto-pilot, let us be attentive to our thoughts and attitudes, to the people with whom we come in contact, and to the ways our habits might enable God’s reign on earth.  





    Blessings,




              Kathy
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                          Journey of Descent/Dissent

The journey through the six weeks of Lent is a time of self-examination and repentance (literally, “thinking again” or “changing one’s mind”).  At Emmanuel this Lenten season , our theme will be “Journey of Descent/Journey of Dissent”.  The idea is that we are going deeper into faith, into discipleship, and into the suffering of Jesus, by letting go of the need to have more, achieve more, and win more.  The wordplay on the theme of  “Journey of Dissent” carries the idea of dissenting from popular culture, adopting the upside-down ways of the kin-dom, of winning by losing. Each week in worship we will track our journey toward the cross using a fabric rendering of a spiraling path toward the center.

The Lenten book study will be on Brian McLaren’s A New Kind of Christianity: Ten Questions That Are Transforming the Faith.  This book provides a strong basis for a 21st century understanding of the Good News of Jesus Christ. A church-wide conversation will enable us to go deeper in our own understanding by sharing our own questions and reflections with each other.   Lively discussions will be led by Tony Malone on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 at the church, March 15-April 12, and by Kathy Moore on Wednesdays at noon at the church, March 16-April 13.  Dessert will be provided on Tuesday evenings.  Brown bag lunches are welcome on Wednesdays.   Please join us.

Watch for announcements of films for Lent.  
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Ash Wednesday, March 9, marks the beginning of the season of Lent.  Join us for a 7:00 p.m. worship experience which will remind us how Jesus began his earthly ministry with a journey into the wilderness.  The intent of this time together is to begin our Lenten Journey of Descent/Dissent deliberately and mindfully.  The overall feel of the service may remind you of our monthly healing services.  There will be voluntary opportunities to write sand prayers, to pray and sing together, to receive ashes, and to take home a scroll of blessing for the season.  Kathy Donley is looking forward to being with us that evening.  



 

Godly Play Up-date

The Godly Play program is well underway. We held a potluck in February to work on preparing materials, and were able to finish just about everything needed through June! A special thank you goes to David Malone for cutting all the wood pieces.

The leadership for Godly Play is provided by:


Storytellers – Jean Burton, Beth Malone, Marilyn Malone


Greeters – Becca Leet, Gretchen Scheu


Greeter assistants – Audrey Ford, Mark Chaffin, Ruth Johnson


Feast preparations – Judy Henningson

We still need 2-4 more volunteers so that each person needs to serve only once per month. If you would like to share in the blessings of relating to elementary aged children, please consider joining this team! Contact Marilyn Malone at 785-0022.
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     Sunday School Teacher’s meeting

Tuesday, March 22, 6:30-7:30 at EBC

Program: Child safety in the church

Children’s Day

Looking ahead to summer: Boabab Blast

Scrumptious desserts!

Everyone who works with children and youth is encouraged to attend.
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From Service to Others…
America for Christ Offering to be Received      
As we read the gospels, we are presented with a loving Lord as someone who does things, not someone who did things.  One of the greatest dangers of Christianity is to think of Jesus as someone to be remembered instead of someone to be met and experienced.   As the church in the 21st Century, our calling is to help people see the power of the risen Christ in action today.

“For much of America’s history, the assumption was that if you were born in America, you would affiliate with the Christian faith.  A new nationwide survey by the Barna Group, however, indicates that people’s views have changed.  The study discovered that half of al adults now contend that Christianity us just one of many options that Americans choose from and that a huge majority of adults pick and choose what they believe rather than adopt a church or denomination’s slate of beliefs” (Barna Group, Jan. 12, 2009) Now more than ever, our communities must experience the compassionate touch and transformational hope of Jesus Christ.

“Touching Lives, Transforming People” is this year’s America for Christ theme.  It is an encouraging reminder that Jesus’ public ministry was all about a transformational hope for people in need With his hand, Jesus touched, comforted, prayed, and blessed people.  The same hands, whose power restored sight to the blind, made the lame walk and miraculously fed the 5,000.
In Christ, we have both the model and the strength to “touch and transform” people in the church and the community.  It is our personal walk with the Lord that transforms and enables us through the power of Christ to live not for ourselves, but to serve God be serving our neighbors.  Our hands become the tools of Christ in a world of need and opportunity.  Christ’s work of transformation is accomplished when we step into the lives of people around us.

We are impelled by this year’s theme to touch people with whom we come in contact every day with the transformational love of Jesus Christ.  We will receive the offering on March 27; envelopes will be available for your convenience.  We ask you to give generously to the America for Christ Offering 2011.
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On one Sunday a month through the winter, Emmanuel provides a meal to either the Interfaith Shelter or the Emergency Overflow Shelter.  We wish to thank Edie Simpson, Warren Burton, Marion Dickinson and Bien Baez for helping with last month’s meal, which was delivered to the Interfaith Shelter.   The next opportunity to assist with this special outreach ministry will be on March 18th when we will provide supper for guests of the Overflow Shelter.   Please let Karen Kendall know if you can help.  Thank you!

Looking Ahead…
In the midst of winter, it's good to think about summer - and Peace Camp (the summer conference of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America).   This year the conference will be held from July 4 - 9 at the Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, Virginia.  The theme will be "So you must forgive" and the keynote speaker will be Kim Phuc, who as a child during the Vietnam War, was severely burned by napalm.   Her 

photograph, taken by the Pulitzer Prize winning AP photographer Huyng Cong Nick Ut, is evidence of the cruelty of war toward child victims and became a symbol of civilian suffering.

The week will also include workshops on a wide variety of topics, participatory worship, music, chances to share peace-making stories, programs for children and youth, and a supportive and loving group of people with whom to share it all. 

The site is in the midst of Virginia's Shenandoah Valley, with two national forests and a national park within an hour for travels before or after conference.  There will also be recreational opportunities for free time during the week. 

Andrea Carver and I attended last summer, and found the experience very positive and energizing.  We hope to go again and encourage others as well.  As Emmanuel is a partner congregation, first time attendees will have the registration fee waived.  If you have any questions, see one of us and find more information at:  www.bpfna.org.  (NH)
[image: image14.wmf]        


March:
                   
toilet paper
FOCUS Notes:

· [image: image15.wmf]Donations of money or food received between March 1 and April 30 will be entered into the Feinstein Challenge.  We hope to gain about $250 from this endeavor (could be greater if there is a good response)
· A Pancake Breakfast will be held at Delmar Reformed Church on March 19 from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.   Tickets are $7.00, with all proceeds going to the FOCUs Food Pantry.  See Pat Hunziker to purchase tickets.
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Announcing…



Spring Retreat Planned

We are excited to announce that the Emmanuel Spring Diaconate Retreat will take place 
April  
1st & 2nd at Rensselaerville Institute.  It is an overnight event.   The workshops promise to fortify the health of our congregation and our selves.

· On Friday night - "WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOU COULD NOT FAIL? Finding Your Life Purpose" - Explore your reason for being and the many ways you can express yourself as a purposeful human being. Come prepared to look at what lifts your heart and allows you to soar to new heights. 

· On Saturday - PRAYER, PASSION and the SABBATH - spiritual renewal and re-dedication to reconnect with your spiritual practice and to carry the spirit outward, into your work within our church and beyond.

Our workshop leader is Nancy Leport.  (http://churchhealthandwellness.com/index.html).

Rensselaerville Institute is a scenic drive of about 25 miles from church. The rooms are lovely and double occupancy with private bath.  More information about the Institute can be found at: http://www.rmeetingcenter.com
We are still fine-tuning the schedule, but it will look approximately like this:

Friday 

· 4:30-5 pm arrival and registration

· 5:30 to 9 -  Enjoy a workshop and a gourmet supper. (The Rensselearville Institute is able to accommodate a variety of dietary needs, including diabetic and vegetarian friendly foods)  Exact schedule tbd.

· followed by social time or  Zzzzzzzzz…

Saturday

· 7:30 to 8:30 am - Country breakfast buffet

· 9 to Noon - Workshop session 1

· Noon to  3:30 – Lunch, relaxation and  Workshop session 2

· 3:30 to 4pm  - Short worship service

· 4pm departure

It should be a powerful, relaxing and rejuvenating experience!  We will be staying at the Institute and eating there, so that we can transition from one activity to another pretty quickly.

The actual cost of room, meals and the workshops is about $165.00 per person.  We will be doing some fund raising to bring the cost below that level if possible.  Please pay what you can so that members with modest resources can attend.  A deposit of $65.00 per person is due at registration.  

If you intend to participate in the retreat, please fill out the bottom of this sheet to register.  Return it to Judy Henningson or to Dorothy Wilburn by Monday, March 7th.

I/We wish to attend the Spring EBC Retreat with Nancy Leport at Rensselearville.

Name(s) _______________________________________________________  Deposit amount ___________________

☐I wish to attend but I will need some financial assistance.  Please contact me at ______________
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     "Shine the Light:

Songs of Faith and

Illumination”

featuring

Kennoth Carnes, baritone

with the Emmanuel Singers

directed and accompanied by

Michael Clement

Saturday, March 26, 7:30pm

Emmanuel Baptist Church

Admission Free/Donations appreciated

Call 377-0930 if you have questions.


Preaching Schedule from 

March through May:

March      
6
Kathy Donley



13
Lois Wolff


20
Lois Wolff



27
Lois Wolff


April

3
Kathy Donley


10
Lois Wolff


17      Lois Wolff


24
Kathy Donley

May
 
1
Lois Wolff


8
Lois Wolff

15      Kathy Donley

22
Lois Wolff


29
Lois Wolff

Happy Birthday…
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Sally Cole                                                      1st
Jonathan Malone                                                  10th
Lucy Wong                                                          22nd
Olivia LaBarge                                                    30th
Laura Folos                                                             1st
Anthony Malone                                                    5th
Geoffrey Bray                                                         6th
Andrew Malone                                                     6th
Matthew Normile                                                   8th
David Blabey                                                       13th
Ian Leet                                                                13th
Tenosha Ford                                                       16th
Hannah Scheu                                                      18th
Isaac Folos                                                           19th
Alyce Malone                                                       21st
Greg Folos                                                            21st
Jonathan Bray                                                      23rd
Kristen Stroebel                                                   23rd
Karen Green                                                         27th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
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Spring Begins March 20!    
Deadline for the April issue of the MOSAIC  is March 18.
Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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      Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































