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           Pastoral Ponderings
I recently borrowed a friend’s car.  This car was different from the one I            usually drive because it didn’t have power locks or windows.  Using it for      a week I learned a lot about how strong my habits are.    I realized that I have gotten very used to having a fob that locks and unlocks all the doors from a distance.  It feels so normal and expected than I don’t even think about it.  In fact, even though I drove this car for a week, every time I unlocked the front door, I expected all the other doors to unlock as well.  Every time.  I wonder how long it would have taken for that expectation to change – another week?  Two more weeks?

This experience makes me wonder what other subconscious expectations are at work in my life.  What other habits have I developed, perhaps because of new technologies, that would surprise me to realize?   The bigger question it raises for me is, “What are the habits that churches have developed, perhaps without awareness or intention?”  

In May, Edith Leet, Kathy Moore and I attended a workshop about congregational health.  (Look elsewhere in this newsletter for more about it.)  One of the points I took home with me was that a church’s vision is inevitable.  Unless work is done to raise awareness and create intentional purposes, a church will continue in its same patterns and habits.  Or to say it another way, “If you always do what you’ve always done, then you’ll always get what you’ve always got.”    On the other hand, many churches do what they’ve always done, but across the years, they get less participation, less involvement than they used to get.  That’s because things change and people’s expectations change.  Ministry programs that were effective before the invention of power locks might not be as effective now.  

Emmanuel has been through many changes in the last decade, but the changes aren’t over.  As long as we have life, we will be changing.  As I return to full-time work and residency in Albany, I’m looking forward to conversations with you about some core parts of Emmanuel’s identity that aren’t likely to change, as well as some new habits and patterns, a new vision about who God is calling us to be in this time, that we might discern together.  

                                                                                   Blessings,




                
Kathy
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering to be Received
For over 60 years Christians in the United States have shared their material resources with a hurting world through One Great Hour of Sharing, bringing joy to God as well as to givers.  This was especially true in 2010 as American Baptists gave $3.0 million to One Great Hour of Sharing to help the victims of the January 12, 2010 earthquake in Haiti.   What an amazing outpouring of love to the Haitian people at a time when many in the U.S. and Puerto Rico are experiencing their own changed financial circumstances.
Following in Jesus’ footsteps, we give our hard-earned resources through One Great Hour of Sharing to help:

· Build home, schools, medical clinics, clean water and sewage facilities in villages devastated by earthquakes, floods, and poverty

· Bring safety, shelter, and food to refugees after often violent circumstances have made their hometowns uninhabitable

· Nurture stronger futures and self sufficiency through health care, education, job training, and tools for livelihoods.
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 Sharing aligns our lives with God’s own life and work in our world.  It is a way of opening ourselves more fully to what God is up to – and inviting God to reach more deeply into us.   Sharing will joyfully transform you as you help transform the world.  One Great Hour of Sharing:  It’s all about sharing – sharing resources, changing lives.

We will receive your donations at Emmanuel on Sundays June 5 and June 12.  Please give generously.  Thank you.
What is “United Mission”?
Excerpt from a letter from Rev. Leo S. Thorne, Associate General Secretary of Mission Resource Development, ABCUSA: 
“…United Mission, our one family offering, is the life blood of our denomination, and we are very grateful for each and every time we receive this support from our churches to this vital mission stream in American Baptist life.  It is through your church’s giving to UM that we are truly united in mission.  Whenever your congregation gives to United Mission, which is heavy on infrastructure, your church:
· Adds to the support of missionaries at home and all around the world;

· Strengthens the work of your region’s functioning and its work in your local community;

· Supports our representative process and the responsibilities of our General Board;

· Benefits from the record-keeping of ABC Information Systems;

· Receives access to AB Personnel Services to aid your search committees; and much more.

…United Mission, however, is only one of the major income streams that support our God-given ministries.  We often say, ABC mission runs on two legs:  UM and the four annual offerings… America for Christ; World Mission Offering; One Great Hour of Sharing; RMMO. …”

More from STO…
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                 Report on Love Kit Drive

We are pleased to announce that your over-whelming response to this initiative allowed us to prepare 52 complete Love Kits, which were delivered to the Interfaith Shelter.   In addition, a large number of miscellaneous items were also sent.  Guests of the Shelter, who helped unload the delivery, were surprised by the generosity and most appreciative.   “Thank you”  to all who supported this ministry.

Biennial Business

Changes to the ABCUSA Bylaws will be one of the items to come before the Biennial delegates in San Juan, Puerto Rico this June.   We were sent a CD that includes those changes, and it is available for you to borrow.   If you are interested, you may contact Karen Kendall.
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Capital Area Council of Churches
Spring Assembly

June 14

Union Missionary Baptist Church

(3 Morton Ave)

Registration:  5:30 pm

Dinner:  6:15 pm

Assembly:  7:30 pm
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                June:  bar soap
Mark Your Calendar…

Coordinating Council ~ June 6

Diaconate ~ June 12

Worship & Picnic in the Park ~ June 19
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     Deadline for the Summer issue of the MOSAIC 

             

       is June 18.
  


     _________________
Children’s Day & Teacher Recognition
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Be present for this special worship opportunity.  Our children will 


    participate in the service, and we will express appreciation to all of our 

       
  Sunday School teachers and leaders. A Reception will follow. (no Church School)
Also, on June 12…

At 11:30 a.m. all leaders, helpers and anyone who is interested in  “Godly Play” will meet to evaluate the program and look ahead to next year.  (It will be a brief meeting.)  If you have questions, you may contact Marilyn Malone.
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    Worship & Picnic



       June 19 

       Peebles State Park in Cohoes

                        Entrance Fee: $6.00

                                    Picnic:  $7 per family; $5 individual
For directions and information about transportation, you may contact Andrea Carver.
Please Sign Up!
Summer Picnic Planned
Sunday, July 17

at the Malone’s

(time:  TBA)

Meat for the grill and beverages will be provided; please bring a dish to share.

A sign up sheet is available in Fellowship Hall.
and…
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       Tri Valley Cats Baseball Game
                     Sunday, July 17

                              5:00 pm
                 
              Cost:  $7:00
IMPORTANT:  Payment is due by June 19.
See Frank Scheu.
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                 Membership & Evangelism Commission
Do you love being part of Emmanuel?  Do you love meeting new people?  Have we got an opportunity for you!!!

The Membership and Evangelism Commission is looking to reinstitute the job of GREETER, and we need your help.  We envision greeters:

· Positioned (primarily) at the front door on State Street

· Out on the front steps or right down on the sidewalk in front of the church

· Greeting passers-by and inviting them in

· When we have a visitor:

· Hand visitors a Visitor Packet


· Introduce yourselves to Visitors by name

· Direct Visitors to the Ushers who can help get them seated and give them a bulletin

· If Visitors have young children with them, give them information regarding nursery care and rocking chairs

Can you help us?  If you are interested, please contact Ruth Pushee.  Thanks in advance for your help!  (RP)
Reflections on CRTC Conference
by Edith Leet
Rev. Kathy Donley, Edith Leet, and Kathy Moore recently attended a course led by Rev. Dr. Jeff Woods, a member of the executive committee of the General Board of American Baptist Churches, USA. Sponsored by the Capital Region Theological Center, the course was entitled “Adding Strength, Speed, and Balance to Your Congregation.” 
Dr. Woods provided several tools that congregations can use to help them reach a clearer understanding of their own identity, their vision of their life together, and their mission as Christ’s church. One tool is a set of 12 models or archetypes of behaviors that people use in their interactions with one another. Each person has one or more archetypes that they favor, but all of the archetypes are available to each person. By recognizing them and by choosing the ones that are most appropriate for a given situation, a person can help advance the success of a group effort. 

Another tool is the use of a jigsaw puzzle as a metaphor for our life as a congregation. God has given us all the pieces we need to be a strong congregation, but they may be jumbled. Just as we put together a jigsaw puzzle, we can put together the puzzle of our congregation. The corner pieces are the core values we hold as a congregation, such as inclusiveness, excellence, or spirituality. The edge pieces are the essentials of what we expect our congregation to provide, such as worship, discipleship, and serving others. Once the corners and edge pieces are in place, we can fill the middle with the missions, or activities that carry out our core values. 

Along with the tools, Dr. Woods provided a number of exercises that our congregation can use to deepen our understanding of our identity, core values, mission, and vision. These tools and exercises can be helpful to us in future retreats, classes, and other activities.    

“I am thankful to the congregation for providing a scholarship to help me attend this class,”  Edith said. “The information was very useful and interesting. I am looking forward to sharing it with the congregation as we continue to grow together.” 
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The camping season at Pathfinder is almost upon us, and now is the time to donate supplies that you may have. In particular, I would like the following supplies for arts, crafts, and gardening projects I am planning for the summer: 

· 4-inch and 6-inch flower pots 

· Hanging flower planters/baskets

· Balsa wood or other thin wood 
·  Annual and perennial plants
·  Tape: masking, duct  

· Thin cardboard (chipboard or shirt cardboard)

Other supplies that Pathfinder needs are: 

· Dehumidifiers- this is the greatest need!

· Door Mats

· Paint Brushes (including disposable)

· Brooms

· Sponge Mops

· Good working Vacuum Cleaners 
· Tarps (especially large)
·  Zip-lock food storage bags 
· Unused children’s birthday cards, with envelopes – we have TONS of note cards
· Toilet paper (single ply) 

· Paper towels

· Tissues

· Napkins

Thanks for your help.   –Edith Leet
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                         Celebrating Marilyn Malone’s time at Pathfinder Lodge
On July 9th there will be a celebration of the 25+ years of ministry that Marilyn has given at Pathfinder Lodge. Everyone is invited to join in this wonderful event honoring the joy and positive impact that Marilyn has had on so many people. The event will be at Pathfinder Lodge, time is to be announced. For more information, call the church office.  (JM) 
Happy Birthday…
Audrey Ford                                                          3rd
Claudette Mink                                                     5th
Natalie Johnson                                                    7th

Elaine Spoor                                                          8th
Donna Brown                                                        8th
Bob Green                                                            10th
Edie Simpson                                                       17th
Robin Bray                                                           18th
Adele LaBarge                                                     19th
Erin Wilkerson                                                    19th
Ken Cole                                                              19th
Robin Dodds                                                        21st
Edith Leet                                                            29th
Kathy Landers-Wise                                            29th
MaKayla Smith                                                      1st
Lydia Johnson                                                       3rd
Amanda Gibson                                                    4th
Kevin Cole                                                             6th
Bessie Gibson                                                      10th
Nancy Horan                                                        11th
Beth Fuchs                                                           13th
Tracy Collins                                                       14th

Andrea Carver                                                      14th
Kendra Lahut                                                       14th
Rebecca Lamar (Malone)                                     21st
Jim Wilkerson                                                      23rd
Catherine Firman                                                 25th
Esther Moore                                                       26th
Elaine Clark                                                         29th
Amber Collins                                                      31st
Randolph Franklin                                               31st
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