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          Pastoral Ponderings
Autumn has always been my favorite season. When we lived in more Southern states where the leaves did not fall, I missed it.  Now that we live here in upstate New York, I’m appreciating not only the turning of the leaves, but also a heightened awareness of the passing of summer’s warmth and the opportunities to visit orchards and pick apples, in all their beauty and goodness.  With November comes Thanksgiving and the reminder to count my blessings. I am especially grateful to be here at Emmanuel and to be working with the Advent committee for the second time.   It’s always easier the second time through the church year with a congregation! 

I’m grateful for these gifts of beauty and awareness that penetrated my consciousness this month.  Several years ago, I received another autumn gift in the form of a poem from a Connecticut pastor.  With his permission, I share it with you:

ENOUGH
How many Septembers is enough?

When do we have our fill of apple-scented mornings and days sliding into starlight,

of moons buttering the night and filling the darkness of our fears with silver sweetness?

How many butterflies are enough, 

or roses, 

or rainy day rainbows?

How many moments of laughter among friends are sufficient for a lifetime?

How many babies are enough, O Lord?

Shall we ever be satisfied that we have seen enough wonder-filled eyes,

or that we have had our faces touched by all the soft and trusting fingers our world can stand? What counts as enough innocence,  

or trust,  

or wild imagination? 

How much love is enough, O Lord?
(continued…)

Is it possible to be held too much when our hearts are broken,

to receive an excess of kindness when we don't deserve it, 

to be surprised too many times by joy,

to get an overdose of forgiveness?

Let me never begrudge your bounty,O Lord, 

but instead 

stay hungry for more beauty and grace,

 joy and kindness,

truth and hope and simple goodness.

Let there never be enough of You.  Amen.

~Tim Haut, Deep River, CT
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Emmanuel’s Thanksgiving celebration will occur in worship on November 20 and in sharing lunch together after Sunday School that day.  This will be a time to enjoy table fellowship and to celebrate the total pledges received for 2012.  Please remember to turn in your pledge by November 6 so that it will be counted as part of this total, and plan to be here for worship and lunch that day.

 

Gratefully, 


Kathy

   
                        


            
______________________________________
Reflections on Peace Camp

by Andrea Carver

"So, we must forgive”…That was the theme of the week at Peace Camp in July.  The keynote speaker was Kim Phuc. She was the subject of a Pulitzer Prize picture of a little girl running from a bombed village in Viet Nam with burns all over her body.  Her story was gut-wrenching because I remember when that picture was taken. She talked about what forgiveness meant for her and her life journey. 

Forgiveness can be hard, it takes you back to the event, situation or person/people who have harmed you.  It can take you to places you would rather forget/not relive. Forgiveness is a process, you can get so close and yet know that you are not there yet. All week we talked about the how, what, and why of forgiveness, the strategies/processes for compassion and forgiveness. We talked about things such as trauma, spending our lives in the future, how to heal from wounds, coming to realize we have survived, and that life goes on. With that realization we learn to thrive. That we are God's chosen people - not his protected people - that God is love and what is love calling me do to?  
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From Service to Others…
                              Capital Area Council of Churches
                          Emergency Overflow Shelter “Wish List”
Operating a shelter requires not only dedicated volunteers to help with meals, make beds, do laundry, sign in guests, etc.,  but also requires many ordinary household items.  Below is a list of things that are needed to adequately provide for our neighbors in need this winter.  Your donations will be appreciated.  

· Cleaning products:  Pine Sol, bleach, laundry detergent, dish detergent, dryer sheets

· Paper Products:  paper towels, napkins, toilet paper, facial tissue, heavy duty 20 gal. trash bags, food service gloves, heavy duty paper hot cups, boels, plates, sturdy plastic eating utensils

· Clothing:  new socks and underwear for men

· Toiletries:  small sized toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deodorant, shaving cream, disposable razors, hand sanitizer

· Food:  cereal, Kool-Aid mix, canned apple or orange juice, snacks (cookies, popcorn, etc), sugar, coffee, powdered creamer
· Financial Gifts are always welcome and needed too.  Please make checks out to “CACC Shelter Acct.” and mail to CACC, 646 State St., Albany, NY   12203

If you would like to volunteer at the Shelter, you may call 426-1227.

Dinner to be Delivered to Shelter
Emmanuel will provide a meal for guests of the Emergency Overflow Shelter on Friday, November 11.  Volunteers are needed to prepare goulash.  If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you!
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                                                    November:

                                          toothpaste
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                          CABA Annual Meeting
                            Saturday, November 19

                        Old Stone church
[image: image14.wmf]                     (159 Stone Church Rd., Ballston Spa)

                           8:30 a.m. Registration  ($2 at door)
                                9 a.m to Noon:

                                     Worship

                                     Business Meeting

                                     Program: Katherine and Wayne Niles will         
                                
                         share their missionary experience from the Congo

                                     Recognition of The Reverend Jane Lang
             Please RSVP to Helen Filkins by Nov. 10  786-1054
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 The Advent Committee is hard at work, planning events and  

       worship  components which will help us receive the best gifts of   

       this season – hope, peace, love and joy.  
[image: image16.wmf]The first Sunday of Advent is November 27.  Our worship that morning will be an Inter-generational Hanging of the Green.  Within the context of a worship service, we will take the time to reflect on the traditional symbols of Advent and Christmas, on what they mean and why we bring them out year after year, and also within that worship context, we will decorate the sanctuary together.  This is an opportunity to share the joy and wonder of the season with people of all ages in our Emmanuel community.  Please plan to be here at 9:55 a.m. on Sunday, November 27.

Y

ou are invited to contribute to the cost of poinsettias which will be delivered to members of our church family.  The cost of a plant is $12.  There is a particular need for volunteers to deliver the plants.  Please consider assisting in this ministry.  You may use this form to indicate your interest and return it to Karen Green.  Thank you!

=====================================

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a poinsettia ($12) and donate to a church member.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a poinsettia ($12) to keep.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am available to deliver a plant on December 18.




NAME: ​_________________________________________     
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   Mark Your Calendar…
November 1:  Coordinating Council 
                                       at Pushee’s; 5:30
                                  6:  Diaconate                                                   

        18:  MOSAIC Deadline                  

                                20:  Stewardship Sunday
                                       Plan to enjoy a spaghetti  
   
                           dinner following church 
              
                           school.  A free will 




   offering will be received to 

                           help defray expenses.

                          24-25:  Church Office Closed

                               27:  Hanging of the Green
Entertainment Books Available
Emmanuel Youth continue to sell Entertainment Books as a fundraiser.  These books contain discounts on dining, travel, services, shopping, and entertainment and will be available for purchase through Nov.    The cost is $30 each for the Albany version; other editions can be ordered.  (They make great gifts for family and friends who live in other parts of the country.)  Get your copy soon!

       Nursing Home Visit (
Scheduled
On November 5, the Choir will visit  Clare Bridge in Niskayuna.  Rehearsal will begin at 9:30 and the concert at 10:30 am.   This is a very special ministry of love and care that uplifts residents and staff alike.  

If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.



November 19

Work Day at Emmanuel

9 am to Noon

There are tasks for all skill levels.  Bring your work gloves and plenty of elbow grease and join us!  Lunch will be served.


  Happy Birthday…
Belated birthday greetings to Warren Burton 

(Oct. ), Bien Baez (Oct. 11) and
Bernie Kennedy (Oct. 20.
        November
     Elaine Bird                                    5th
Judith Henningson                       8th
Jon Stroebel                            13th
Heather LaBarge                     14th
Deb Jameson                                                  15th
Elizabeth Sipe                                                19th
Bowden Wise                                                 20th
Roy Mallory                                                   21st
Pat Campbell                                                 22nd
Walter Spoor                                                  28th
     
Doug Folos                                                                    
   1st
Kathleen Moore                                                     
   8th

Jon Riegert                                                             
   8th
Michele Calvin                                                9th
Brian Hughes                                                 11th
Matt Lahut                                                     12th
Dwight Smith                                                 12th
Tom Lahut                                                     14th
Jennie DeFlaviis                                            15th
Molly Wilkerson                                            20th
Helen Torian                                                  29th
Laura Barelski                                                29th
Charles Johnson                                             31st
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161.        
Deadline for the December issue of

the MOSAIC  is November 18.
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